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COIL KNOT TUTORIAL 
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Introduction:  Coil knots are extremely versatile.  They can be used to embellish a bracelet, acting as a slide would.  They 

can also be used to form a loop at the end of the bracelet to secure clasps and other findings.  

  

The coil knot has two components:  

- A “base” that you will form the coil around.  This can be round or flat leather or a bundle of smaller strands 

of leather.  

- A knotting cord that you will form the coil knot with.  This is generally the same or a smaller size than the 

base.  

  

Tools:  Sharp Scissors, Super Tite Glue, and a lighter if using waxed cord   

  

Instructions:    

1. Form a loop with your knotting cord and lay next to the base.  If you are using flat leather as a base, start from 

the back of the leather (Figure 1).  Lay the longer end of the leather across the shorter end (Figure 2).   

  

          
Figure 1  

  
Figure 2  
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2. With the longer end of the knotting cord, coil around the base and both sides of the knotting cord, working from 

the end of the cord up towards the loop.  When you have completed the number of coils desired, insert the tail 

you have been wrapping with through the loop (Figure 3).   

  

  
Figure 3  

  

3. Pull both tails until the knot is snug and the loop is pulled underneath the coil (Figure 4).  Adjust the knot and 

reposition if desired.  If waxed cord is used for the knot, trim tails to about 3/16 inch and melt both tails and glue 

if desired.  If leather is used for the knotting cord, trim the tails flush with the knot and glue.  Note that the coil is 

completely smooth when viewed from the front (Figure 5).  

  
Figure 4  

  
Figure 5  

  

4. Using a coil knot as a terminator:  Loop the base cord over.  If using a bundle of cords, loop the thickest one over 

and add a clasp or ring onto this loop (Figure 6).  Form a coil knot over the base or bundle of cords, including the 

section of base cord you folded over.  Adjust the knot and finish per Steps 2 and 3 above.  If using a bundle of 

cords, trim the ends flush with the top of the coil knot and glue (Figure7).  
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 Figure 6            Figure 7  

  

  

  

Other Coil Knot Sample Design Inspirations:  

  

  

  
     Sea Gems Sea Glass Bracelet                     Old World Weave Flat Leather Bracelet  

  

  


